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VA #4 When and Where Precipitation Falls in California
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The Rainshadow Effect

Visual Aid 

Warm wet air Rain shadow

Wet 
climate

Air flow

Desert
climate

Prevailing winds

Warm moist air Rainshadow

Rising air cools, moisture condenses 
and falls as precipitation

Dry air 
advances



10  CALIFORNIA Education and the Environment Initiative  I  Unit 5.3.c.  I  Precipitation, People, and the Natural World  I  Visual Aids

How Mountains in California Influence Precipitation

Visual Aid 8
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Giant Sequoia in Yosemite National Park
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VA #9 Giant Sequoia in Yosemite National Park
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How Precipitation Is Used in California

Visual Aid 13

VA #13 How Precipitation Is Used in California
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Natural Grasslands in the Central Valley
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VA #14 Natural Grasslands in the Central Valley
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Agricultural Fields in the Central Valley

Visual Aid 15
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Climatogram for Fresno

Visual Aid16

VA #16 Climatogram for Fresno
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VA #17 Population Centers in California
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VA #18 California’s Water Projects
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Statue Damaged by Acid Rain
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What Causes Acid Rain

Visual Aid 20
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Coal-Burning Power Plant
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Urban Heat Islands

Visual Aid23

VA #23 Urban Heat Islands
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VA #24 Precipitation Patterns in Texas
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VA #25 How Cities May Be Changing Precipitation Patterns
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VA #26 Lyell Glacier, California
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